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If.'aptaln Wiley's View* of the Ex¬
plosion of the Mnlne,

Iand he gives good ones

¦As to the Cause tlint Hurled Hun¬
dreds Into Kternlt y.

[DOESN'T KNOW POSITIVELY
ln«IIt»m«rk» Ihnlx the Dfrk U Rottom

Mile np, AVIIh Ihf flrrk Proms on Top,
ti l^oka in tltm That th« DralrneltT*
I'nrca Omt from Wlth1n.*«lr « Mint
¦Mil lh» H'ork wtlh ihf> Upper t>rck,
wtirrr .tltiit ttii* notlom Y«t tho

tllcntiifllirrPoiml 111* Bottom la¬

ud."

WASHINGTON, D. C.. March 50.-A
¦special to the Post from Newport News,
¦rays: "The Merrill wrecking: tug Un-
Iderwritcr arrived In port at midnight
Il«jt night from Havana, where (the
¦went with the derrick Chief which Is as-

luisting In the work on tho Maine. Cap-
Itiln Wiley will again start to Havana,
¦probably to-morrow night, with the
¦barge Lone Star, which Is very much
r'r;!cl by the wreckers.
CAPTAIN WILEY BELIEVES

"THAT THE MAIN 13 .WAS DESTROY¬

ED TIinOTOH THE AGENCY OP AN
¦INTERNAL EXPLOSION. In an Inter-
¦view aboard the Underwriter the ship
¦Captain Wiley said: "You ask me what
ll know about tho cause of the disaster.
II reply that I know nothing, and when
ItoU (tct down to actual facts, do not
¦ believe there Is ^anybody who knows
¦just how the unfortunate affair hap-
¦ pencil.
I " 'When I reached Havana I convers¬

ed with Captain Sharp, Merrltl's expert
I in charge of tho work, but could loam
¦ nothing from him about tho result of

|hls personal Investigation. While at
¦ Havana I heard no opinions as to the
¦ cause, anil It seemed to'mo as It theaf-
I fair was a nine days wonder blown
lover. The arrival of the Chief will fa-
Icilltate the work of clearing away the
I wreck, as she lifts forty tons. The
I guns, shells, powder cases, and scraps
lore being placed aboard lighters. Tho
I I/we Star will return with this material
I to Norfolk, If she does not carry It be-
lyond .Morro Castle and dump It Into the
(tea. It Is all worthless.

" "WITHOUT HAVING HAD OP-
POP.TENITY TO EXAMINE THE
WRECK BELOW WATER, I WOULD
SAY THAT THE .MAINE WAS
BLOWN IJP"BY-AN"INTERNAL EX-
iPI.CWION. It Is the most confused pile
of distorted metal Imaginable. There
Is one deck above water which Is turn-

je.1 completely over by the explosion.
'r':" deck Is bottom side up. -with the
Meek frame on top. That looks to mo as

j the destructive force came from -wlth-
l,n- If " "I'nc did the work and played
so much havoc with the upper deck,
*iiere must the bottom ije? Can she
havo any? Yet they say they have
-ound some of the bottom Intact. My
opinion is that If the affair had occur¬
red In an English harbor, say Kingston,
Jamaica, there would not be one man
In a hundred who would say externa!
cause after looking at that wreck os it
» to-day. I heard that the Spanish
livers found a piece of the forward tur¬
ret, I do not believe a mine In the liar-

have broken the turret.whlle
Inttirnal explosion would. I saw a

man>' exploded copper powder
cases, but none intact. Before I left it

"f. sl:'tccI that there -were still forty
I'Oiiies i. the wreck!"

Tnv'n/v"" "" 'V.'®«N, March :i-The morning
j.,"* a '.S statement by sea-
.° -^"man, recently arrived In Eng-

' ime' of the d?^n.b°af11 tho Malne at the

ssssasgp
o..,

. MV 10RK, March 20.Th<» <v»m

.*ngomcersof the regiments o^e
in- :Vatlona» Guard held a meet-

, V- IT ""^luarteni of Genera!
1 lumo, 0.1 Newark, to-day. There

^je present Col. Compel,. Newark"
t-th- ft oh'"T0"1 CoL Elista-
(I./pV;?1;*"' Of Trenton, and
.risade werool.

comman(il"Sr the first
<""^ltio'n of the

Th" KoncraI
.1n(J .'ill ronnrJrt was considered
.h,"' rcP°rted eatliract^y. T Wfl9

J.ey has ""WnB the.l. Wxow
.'and Hook loVr"' <3c',!n-;<! h^.nvcen

S'eas?"fbw"erT0tff(ff,^:"SS»«IHtlSir1Pereh0"b" m«Ste
WW? '"farmedKu?beCtnr?caS?29,W?^J a" eniorgency sltoulfl arice

"

Hl"" »h«"-
ASACOLA, Pla. March 20..Pow-

hi-i'l i"31,(1 contlnue to arrive

I,,."f """littles for the forts and
''..les defending th? harbor. Three

""n' sima nmor<Tfor the n",v blt-
tit* ,?osa 1?lan<l >»v» also ar-

'Wink|y*as n. !iM w111 bu nK>Uri'ted a.n

,lv'ty it P.n m i "CT0 13 *T03i ac"

unj .S' T' ,I,n to
-ll ran i

l,Ich rlllc f."3. a 10-
f'''l'tain I w .T01'"""1 ar' fort.
K' tivo i,,.. ,,acSjurrfl>'' con>manding
« ''"oft of the fourth artillery

¦" in,, t,?, ^."^* i',", bccn Promoted
'ij. of u» fifth OTWtarjr. The

f: Pt* an<1 wldtfilng the new
!l>- "alt fhe bar iB P">K«MinB stead-

"teamshlps
l. 11 with t'ifllculty. It

'¦'¦iti-r wili^rti, v,
twenty-Hght feet of

WIM »^n he obtnlned.

1
Work.

,1V,KST. Fla- March :0.-Thc

Ailii.trJi'ii. ",ry' ncconll"K to Rear

thfnuJ !! ''. wl" co"t!nu« Its work
Ii,!. V ','0?1"* week, as it |.

?. lal" a r«I'ort on th<< Maine
,ir- Tho statement that Cnptnln

Albert S. Barker carried the report toWashington la officially denied. Th#object ot bin flyimr visit to Key West
was not ascertained outsldo of officialcircles until to-day. It con be author¬itatively mated that Captain Barkerbad nothing to do with the court ot In¬quiry., It Is Impossible to say definitelywhether any synopsis of the findings of
the coyrl up to date has been sent to
Washington. The notion prevails hem
that this is probable, but no official con-
Urination Is obtainable.

"BASTA TA!"
Havana I'.p,r ntjlm to Talk Through

"« flat About lb* Vaiikrtf.
HAVANA, March M..The Union Con.

stltuclonal In an editorial to-day under
tho caption "Baata Ta"(It Is Enough)
calls attention to the presence In Ha¬
vana of certain "lordly men who are
talking loudly dlccusslng Spanish and

frrnncn"""'. "nd crUlcl,lnC the gov-

H says': "The action of theso men, the
^ correipondenta, who stir up

mlshl' b* the »<¦«
tney publish, cause Innocent Americana
lo be food fop cannon In tho event of
war. The Maine disaster has been used
JIv? J s'orles about mines

the iCls'tlon! UnE0°n" Wh0rte than

"Under pretense of relief tho United
States surrounds Cubn with the vessels
of her fleet and tho Jingo spirit urges
war. The United mate? I, settled b?
aliens anarchists and the lower classes

. i. P.0'. ktiow the meaning of real
charily, their rnotto being: 'My son, get
money. Honestly, If you enn; but at

mZ r? nioncy!' Tlic>' ¦«* 'o
met humiliation upon Bpanlsh honor

tributlon
ttl°'r oslen""lou' con"

"Tho presence of the Vlzcaya and the
Almlrante Oquendo has helped to keep
tho American Jingoes within bounds
njid when the fleet of torpedo boats ar-
rive from Spain and Admiral Manterola
Sr 1?f,.hcro 011 Krcat ship

X" ^CHt menaces, Inside and
outside, \v!l» disappear."
Consul General Lee to-day visited the

graves of tfte victims of the Maine dis¬
aster In Colon cemetery. The ground
has been levelled preparatory to eod-
uine and ornamentation with shrubs
and flowers.
As a. result of the action of the central

committee of tho Conservative party in
Havana, in urging nil that wing to tnke
part In the coming elections, the local
committee of Conservatives in Cien-
fuegos, composed of prominent men,
has resigned in a body.
The latest official ndvices from Gen.

Pandoa forces tell of "an unimportant
»

with the rebels in the province
of Puerto Principe."

Sniolcrlcaa Cmipowrter Arrlraa.
NEW YOPJC, March 20..The Nonve-

S^n Steamer Nordkyn which arrived
this morning from Hamburg, brought
twenty-five tons of smokeless gunpowder
SiLnfted States government. The
>.ordkyn anchored in Graveeend Bay to
discharge the powder into lighters.

THREE DEAD.
The JTrat.lt of a MoU'i Work In the In-

<ll«n Territory.
MUSKOGEE. I. T., Slarch JO..A dns-

tardly outrage was committed last night
In the toirn of Wybark, Ave miles north
of hero, resulting In the death of two
men and a woman.
The house of Ed Chalmers, a negro

who recently married a wMto woman,
was attacked during the night, by six
white men, who had evidently deter¬
mined to murder both tie negro and his
wife, both of whom had been threatened
by white men who disliked the union.
A door to their cabin was broken In and
both tiie negro and his wife wer» shot
down, not before Chalmer's had put ud
a good light against his assailants. The
woman was killed outrtgTit, and though
Chalmers succeeded In driving oir the
attacking party, they left him mortally
wounded, and he died before daylight.
This morning the body of one Mat-"

thews, an aged whfte man, who lived at
Gibson Station, was found near the
Chalmer's cahln, 'pierced with a bullet.
Matthews answera the description given
by Chalmers before ho died, of one of
his assailants. There were evidences
that Matthews' body had been dragged
from Chalmer's house to the place where
It was found. A gun lay beside the body
evidently put there to give the impres-
sion that the dead man had murdered

| the negro and his wife.

MONTREAL THREATENED
With ¦ Repetition of the Dliaitrom

Flood of18SG.
MONTREAL, March 20.-To-day

Montreal stands in Imminent danger of
a repetition of the disastrous flood of
1SSG, when hundreds of thousands of
dollars damage was done. For some
days' past the water in the St. Lawrence
river has been rising steadily until to¬
night it has touched the record point.
Along Commissioners etreet a huge
stone wall shuts out the water. On top
of this is a wooden dyke, and the water
is now half way up the dyke. It Is a

comparatively ilirnsy structure, and
should it go all the cellars in the lower
part of tho city would bo flooded.
Below the city the water has risen

above the level of the road skirting the
river and the houses are tilled half way
to tho ceilings of the first floor. Along
Craig Btreet. near Victoria square, the
cellars of some of tho big wholesale dry
goods houses have been flooded, but the
damage there will be slight, aa all goods
have been moved out The two pump¬
ing stationp of tho city are working at
their full capacity in hope of keeping
the overladen sewers from backing up,
und so far with tolerable success.
Along Mill street the first floors of

half a dozen large manufacturing indus¬
tries are flooded and two thousand peo¬
ple will be thrown out of work until the
water subsides. The river in front of
tho harbor Is covered with floating Ice.
If tho Jam in the river below the city
gives way all danger of a flood will be
over, but at present there is little hope
of this taking place and a disastrous
overflow is generally looked for.

A PATRIOTIC WOMAN
LkIiI to Itrat.BnrlMl Hrrvlrea Over the

Itrmalna oOtra. Thurrtoii.
OMAIIA. March 20..The body of the

late Mrs. John M. Thurston was follow¬
ed to the grave 'by a tremendous con¬
course of people this afternoon. All
Omaha wtv» out, and many from Ne¬
braska and other states were In attend¬
ance. The body waa brought from
Washington in a special car this morn¬
ing.
At the hcu65, private sorvlces were

held, after which tho casket was re¬
moved to All S*.1ivis church. Rev. Dr.
Thomfis .T. Mackay presided over the
rendition of the Protestant Episcopal
ritual for the burial of the dead. In his
sermon the minister referred feelingly
to I'he mission of Mrs. Thurston to Cubn
which cort her life. He paid x Ivlgh trib¬
ute to her character ns n woman and the
human inr*plih':lon that led hor to ac¬
company her husband on tho trip from
\Vhichho returned to bury her,"

SPANISH PRESS.
On tlie Strained Relations Willi

the United States.

THE GENERAL LEE INCIDENT.
llowllieXimofSpiln'i Dwlrt for III*
. Recall Lrakrtl Ont-The Fall Pf Prleee
on the Donrio-JIaiif CrltleUmrJinle
on the I'ie»rnt MluUtry-Tlie Bank of
France's Action Camea a Fling In Sec-
tirlllei.The Carllat* are UuiylitKomen I-
lux Ultcord.Don Carlo** Ron Will A«-
¦ uiiiq the Hole of Pretender*

Correspondence of tho Associated Press.
MADRID, March S..The Madrid

press, with few exceptions, has, during
the past few days, bocn trying to con¬
vince tho publlo that there waa never

any question of General Fitzhuuh Lee's
recall from Havana. Tho facts In tho
case, however, are exactly as cabled to
the Associated Press. Genor Sagasta, In
conversation with General Woodford,
did suggest that friendship and good
will between the two countries would
be promoted woro General Leo to be re¬

called, and after consulting his govern¬
ment, General Woodford did Inform tho
premier that such a step could not be
considered. Nothing would have been
known of the affair had It not been that
somo one in the Spanish foreign, ofllce
confided the information to the official
news agency of Spain.the Fabra
agency. The fact that this agency re¬
ceived it and that the censor allowed it
to be telegraphed by them abroad, is,
to those familiar with methods in Ma¬
drid, conclusive evidence that it was
correct. It was only when the effect
this news produced In America was ca¬
bled back here and after there was a

fall on the bourse that there waS|any
question of denying Its authenticity.
The Globo, the Spanish ministerial or¬

gan, in a leading article to-day, says it
can only mislead those who are Ignor¬
ant of the traditional sensitiveness of
the stock exchange, adding that neither
the government nor public opinion
should pay greater attention to the
phenomenon than It merits.
"The present blow," it continues,

"comes from Paris and Is due to two
absurd rumors, namely, that the Uni¬
ted States government refused to re¬
move General Lee at the request of the
Spanish government and that no lesser
person than his ho'.incss, Leo XIII, had
through his secretary of state, com¬
mitted himself to favorable statements
with regard to thy Cuban insurgents.
The first has no basis, whatever, the
government having neither neither offi¬
cially nor indirectly suggested Lee a

removal; the latter, we opine, arises
solelv from Cardinal Cascajares pastor¬
al. But It Is well known that the said
pastoral has not been well received at
Havana."

The Imparclal refers to the General
Lee rigors-anil.to .the.spycrnment^e-
nlal of their truth as accounting for tho
fall la prices. It declines to decide on

which side the truth really lies.
Commenting, however, on the tran¬

quility of the government and especial-
ly of Senor Sagasta, it says: "We pre¬
sume tho ministers nave reassuring In¬
formation which discounts in their
minds the panic reigning in financial
circles. But," It adds, "if they have
not, what a frightful responsibility lies
upon them! We do not wi*h to admit it,
nor even to think it, for it the day
should come when war is Inevitable and
the iwesent government tranquility
turns out to be guilty of neg¬
lect and want of foresight,
then the foreign question will
be as nothing compaied to the home
one started in our midst. As we have
already pointed out, the most daneer-
ous thing which can happen is that tho
nation should imagine the government
is neglecting either the defense of our
honor or our interests. For that will
leave the road open for come ambitious
man who has a name or a political
party of some strength."
With respect to t'ao affair of General

Lee. the Pals says:
"It Is quite clear the government i3

determined to live as divorced as possi¬
ble from public opinion and it carries
out this plan with a consistency worthy
of a better cause. At this very moment
when the whole of Spain.or rather the
whole of Europe.li rejoicing at ihe ru¬
mors of complain :s addressed by the
Spanish government to that of the Uni¬
ted States, our minister of state labors
to prove that no such complaint* have
ever been made, and that 'the govern¬
ment has not w.:n incidentally occu¬
pied Itself with the affair.'
"People doubt the trutn of these

statements. Wo do no*. We 7>re?er to
credit them rather than suspect what
must otherwise have happened, namely,
that the government riai'e the corn-
plaint, but in faco of the insolent re¬
fusal! of the Yankees to mako satisfac¬
tion had not the courage to abldo by
them. Nevertheless, the rumors, we
must admit, look true. All the world
believes In their authenticity- and those
who do not nro of the opinion that
they ought to be true."

The Pais says: "General Leo may now

quietly.continue plotting In his Havana
consulate."
Referring to the quotation slump In

Spanish stocks.the Liberal characterizes
as absurd the action attributed to the
pope, "his lofty prudence being recog¬
nized all the world over." Nor does it
credit tho Lee rumors with being the
real cause of tho fall. "Tho roal ori¬
gin," it says, "is to be found in tho
prominent state of alarm under which
tlie Spanish and American people have
lived for some time, in tho tension of
mind both endure; In tho cloud of sus¬
picion with which they arc surrounded,
In the feverish excitement which leads
them to take precautions against a
rupturo, and In the angry restlessness
which pervades all unknown dangers.
Step by step almost unconsciously we
and they have reached a stato of arm¬
ed peace, not less ruinous and probably
more demoralizing than actual war.
While things continue In this position
we may at each step expect similar
falls without the necessity of a concrete
fact bringing them about. Undoubtedly
our/relations with tho United States are
dally accommodating themselves to the
strict dictates of prudence and dili¬
gence; but does tho government really
believe that tho nation can without suf¬
fering Irredeemable loss, put up for a
few months moro with this anguishingIndecision and enervating uncertain¬
ty?"
The Liberal is of the opinion that the

'clouds continue to gather." If adds:
"A fresh cause of alarm about which

much Is said, but little Is known, was
added yesterday. It is rumored that

tho Bank of Franco has threatened our
government, demanding that it ¦hall
settlo the question of payment (auxll-
toi) to tho railway companies within a
Axed time. It Is Added that Senor Leon
y Castillo's.visit to Madrid Is connectcd
with this matter. Thoro may be some
truth In all this, but we Imaglno tho
drop on Monday arose from tho report
that Captnln Brownson wiyi at onco
going to Franco nnd England to ex¬
amine tho ships offered for sale to tho
United States and to tho knowledge
that tho republic was hurrying forward
In all liastc Us military preparations. In
appearance the messages passing be¬
tween the cabinets of Washington and
Madr/d.are very friendly and calming;
but every one sees that deeds do not
correspond with words. The solution of
the problem lies In tho pacification of
Cuba. When that Is accomplished nil
the clouds that now arlsO from the
United States will disappear of them¬
selves."

Tho Imparclal regrets that Spain ap¬
plies to external politics, tho dilatory
tactics she is accustomed to use In in¬
ternal affairs. This, to a great extent,
It explains, arises from the fact that
for tho greater part of the century
Spain has but little mixed herself with
outsldo politics, for we have lived like
a nutlon ahut up In Its shell stewing la
Its own Juice,"
Continuing, tho Imparslal cays for

more than two years It has warned the
country that to bo feared by the Cuban
Insurgents It was necessary to be re¬
spected by tho United States, that to
avoid war It was necessary to bo pre¬
pared for It. It then, o-serts that tvhlle
the conservatives were In power all
warning was wasted and th« Imparclal
Is far from certain that tha Liberals
have profited by Its advice. "Time will
show," It adds, "but »n the meantime,
we rest with an ent»y conscience."
Don Jaime de Bourbon, who Is at

present at Cannes, staying at the Villa
Ilonry IV will shortly receive the Span¬
ish Carllst deputies. Afterwards he will
proceed to Spain, where he will declaro
himself Hara acto de (pretender.) Com¬
menting on the above telegram received
from Paris, through their special cor¬
respondent. the HeraldO remarks that
It will flay nothing to augment the
gravity of this news. It then, says:
"The fact that our correspondent

makes no hesitation as to tho accuracy
of his Information, forces us to believe
that he considers It the correct rellec-
tlon of. Carllst views, more especially
If we bear In mind that the Carllst or¬
gan In Madrid, El Correo Espanol, has,
during the last few days, accentuated
tho threats it has been lavishing for
months past.
"Nevertheless, it would not be wise to

take for granted tf.at Don Carlos do
Bourbon has decided to surrender bis
pretended claims to his fon, Don
Jaime, In whom the Carllst enthusiasts
place their hopes. Although it is cer¬
tain that many wish again to set civil
war ablaze without regard to the ag¬
onized state of the country such a
criminal intention will And no echo in
the country, not even within those cir¬
cles of traditionalism which still follow
Don Carlos.
"We, therefore, hope that fresh news

may correct or clear up that scent by
our correspondent In Park, which is
undoubtedly grave, although it may on¬
ly refer to plans jvh'.ch may tail
through."
The Liberal says: "Ministerial!- say

fhat""thcre Is absolutely no ground
whatever for the belief that Don Jaime
de Bourbon proposes shortly to visit
Spain in order to declare himself pre¬
tender. But it is clear that should Don
Carlos' eon come to Spain he would do
by hoodwinking the vigilance of the
authorities, a thing not difficult to per¬
form. It is-not in that vigilance the
government base their denial that Don
Jaime will enter Spain. They have in¬
formation as to the designs of the Car-
lists which enables to state that the
Carllst party has no intention of com¬
mitting any act in which Don Jaime
could take part."
This appears to be confirmed by other

and well authorized reports.

The Clobo referring to the rumor that
Don Jaime "the restless son ofv Don
Carlos, would In a short time come to
Spain to execute a deed which should
accredit him pretender, his father re¬
signing in his favor his rights to the
crown, says well-knowiTCarlists deny
the accuracy of the report and say that
they will take no part in the elections.
"which means they will live Inside the
law.on the order of the protest against
the policy pursued by national govern¬
ments during the last years."
The Pals, revolutionary, heads an ar¬

ticle "King Jaime" in which it banters
the Heraldo on the subject of its tele¬
gram, bidding it to rejolco rather than
be sad, since the Spanish revenue must
at least benefit by the charge for the
stamp on the "deed of pretender" which
Don Jaime is coming to Spain to exe¬
cute.
The Correo publishes a manifesto to

the Carilsts urging them to all In their
power at the appronching elections to
return Carlist candidates as the only
party which has clean hands in the late
disgraceful humiliations of Spain and
as bolng the only party which can re¬
store to Spain her ancient honor and
glory. The document is signed by Mar¬
quis de Corralbo.
Tho organization of the second torpe¬

do squadron will shortly be effected.
The Havana, Barcelo and Retamosa
(torpedo boots) are already lying ready
in the San Fernando cut, Cadiz.
The bl3hop of Plasencla has issued a

circular to his clergy. In this honor bids
them from the Cathedral dean down to
the youngest village sub-deacon, to as¬
sist In any way liberal candidates dur¬
ing the coming elections.

AMERICAN BOOK COMPANY
Gains a Very Heavy Verdict for I)jimi«Rr«

lit Libel Sutt AgnIiiit tho Kingdom Com¬
pany.

(From our Special Correspondent)
MINNEAPOLIS, March 20..Judg¬

ment for tho plaintiff has Junt been
given in the famous libel suit brought
by the American Book Company, of
Now York and Chicago, against the
Kingdom Company, of Minneapolis, for
the publication of a defamatory pam¬
phlet by Prcsldont Gates, of Iowa Col¬
lege, entitled "A Foo to American
School* Tho Jury In the United States
court, Judge Lochren presiding,
promptly brought In a verdict against
the defendants, awarding $7,GOO Ham-
ages.
It wan clearly proven that the libel

was instigated and circulated by a com¬
peting firm of publishers.

Five Men Dlit the Job,
HUTCHINSON, Kan., March 20..-Tho

bank of Nlckerson, at Nlckerson, Kae.
near here, was nibbed last night. Five
men did the Job. nnd It required four or
five hours to blow tho safe. CItIrons
wiio were pawing the building were held
"p una forced -to go Inside, whore they
wore kept until th» Mufe was blown and
mo% money secured. About $5,000 was

and lied -Tho r0bbcra mounted horaos

With Member* of tlio Cabinet on

the Wnr Situation,

THE COURT OF INQUIRY REPORT
I« not Inspected Hefora the Sl(d(1U of lh«
Present \\tell, When lit Import will

Surely be Slade Public. Chile and Ar¬

gentine irlll not Sell ni Shlpc Because

Tlirf Tlilnk %Vo Have Euoncb, bnt

Shonl.l (tie Occaalon Arlae When They
Think We Need Tliem They Will Glad.

If Part With Them.ProipeetlTe Confer*
enre llflmtn General Pando and the

Cnhan Iniurgent Leader**

"WASHINGTON, March 20..President
McKinley did not attend church this
morning as <3 his custom, but instead
spent two hours and more in conference
with several members of the cabinet.
Assistant Secretary Day called, about
10:S0 o'clock and remained until nearly
1. Secretary Long and Secretary Bliss
were the other members present. They
remained less than an hour. Commander
Clover, Jn^company with Mr. Flint, who
has been acting for the government in
the negotiations for the purchase of
ships also callled and were shown into
the President's private office.-The mem¬
bers of the cabinet on leaving the white
house said that there was no special sig¬
nificance in the meeting this morning.
The report, of the Maine court of In¬

quiry had not been received, nor was It
definitely known when it would reach
here. It was expected, ^however, early
in the present week and as soon as re¬
ceived It would be handed at once to the
President ami when it had "been read
and considered by the President it would
be made public. Secretary Long in
speaking of the report said that while
fully realizing its importance, the coun-
try. in hi? opinion, would willingly ac-
cord to the President a day or two If
necessary for its consideration. The In-
dieations seem- to be that the report will;
be made publio by 'the middle of the
present week.

The presence of Mr. Charles It. Flint
at the conference naturally gives infer¬
ence that the President and hl6 advisors
were discussing the question of acquir¬
ing additional ships. Mr. FHnt whoso
commercial interests are largely with
South American countries, Is believed
in a measure a: least, to represent Chile
and the Argentine Republic In any nego¬
tiations Which are under way for the-
dlsposltion of their war vessels. A re¬
porter to-day asked Mr. Flint if he could
say whether or not the United States
had secured the Chilean 6hip O'Hlggins
and the Argentine ship Sai^ Martino, but
he declined to make any statement as
to that particular feature of the subject.
When pressed for some information in
regard to the matter he replied: "Both
Chile and the Argentine Republic have
the -warmest friendship and admiration
for the United States and her institu¬
tions. Neither country is anxious to sell
their ships to 'this government, basing
this Inc?LspositIon on the belief that we
have an excellent navy of our own. They
want their vessels themselves. If the
time should come, however, when, it was
apparent that the United States needed
these vessels they would gladly part
with them to us."

The attention of Mr. -Flint was cvalled
to the published report that the United
States would purchase the Brazilian tor¬
pedo boat Tuby, "buc this ,he said, would
not be done so far as he was aware, as
there were no negotiations under way to
that effect
Aside from the meeting of several

members of the cabinet at the white
house there were no incidents of import¬
ance during the day. Judge Day. as¬
sistant Secretary Adee, Chief Clerk
Michael and other officials were at the
department, but this has been quite
common during the recent month. Also
at the war and navy jlepartmen'ts a
number c»f the chiefs of bureaus were at
their desks fdr several hours, mainly for
the purpose of disposing of the business
which recently has accumulated go

rapidly.
The most interesting topic of the day

was based on the dispatches from Ha¬
vana indicating a prospective conference
between General Pando and Generals
Garcia, Gomez and others of the Insurg¬
ent army for -the purpose of submitting
to the latter a formal offer of autonomy.
The basis of autonomy as outlined in the
dispatches aparontly found no credence
with the officials of the Spanish legation.
They stated their die'oelief that a confer¬
ence on the proposed lines was probable
and added that they had no Informa¬
tion on the subject. Minister Polo y
Bernabe expressed the opinion that the
report from Havana was unfounded, as
ho said the basis upon which it was pro¬
posed to gran t au tonomy was absurd.

.\ot no Itlg n< .liillclpatrd.
HAVANA. March 20..Little work was

done on the wreck of the Maine to-day
¦by the divers or contractors. The city
has been- quiet after the festivities of
last nigWt, lasting until early this morn¬
ing at the Tacon theatre, here, where
a dramatic representation was given in
aid of the fund for the Spanish navy.
There was plenty of enthusiasm in the
crowded theatre. Every patriotic senti¬
ment was cheerod to the echo, but there
were no sensational features. The pro¬
ceeds aro not all in yet, but it is be¬
lieved that they will amount to between
130,000 and $10,000 in gold. Former esti¬
mates were too large. Even with the
enormous prices paid' for boxes and
6entfl, it was impossible that any euch
figures as $SO.OOO or 5100,000 should bo
realized, as was hoped by some.

THE EASTERN QUESTION,
Rrltlah Government Mailing a Fleet in

ChliiPio Wntera#
TACOMA, Wash., March 20..Officers

of the Northern Pacific steamship Vic¬
toria, which arrived last night from Chi¬
na and Japan report that the British
government is massing a very powerful
fleet of warships in Chinese waters and
that the British are 'buying nil the coal
coming Into those waters for their men-
of-war and eo anxious are they to get it
that they send vessels to sea and there
hail the "coalers" and bargain for their
cargoes, paying gild-edged prices of
necessary. The British are said to be
buying all the available coal from the
Suez canal to the northern coast of Si¬
beria as they do net wmk io uso Japan¬
ese coal.
PurHerj McDonald oays there are now

Mvlrty or forty British warships on the
China station and the fleet hat* been con¬
siderably augmented during the last few
weoks. Among the1 latest arrivals was
the big marine fighter Powerful, one of
the moat destructive vessels alloat.

KB, CHUTOira HOSE8TY,
da, Haita Oil. Good I-.rm.nt and Will

>o.» Pujrtha Hal. ih. nm,
Special Dispatch to the Intellliencer,
CHARLESTON, W.' Va.. March 19..

Ex-SccrMary ot Stato W. E. Chilton
Saturday ovenlng paid over to tho stats
H.000 la part settlement of Iho amount
duo from him as secretary ot state. It to
understood that Mr. Chilton will liqui¬
date the balance In the near future, anil
that ho will also pay Hi full all lnterert
due.
Mr. Chilton has made many'sacrifice*.

In order to satisfy the claims of fhe stats
ami through a successful deal recently
made In New York, will be able to real¬
ise handsomely and make tho stats
whole.

Snprcm. Conrt ProcMllnga.
Special Dispatch to tho Jntelllsoncer.
CHARLESTON, W. Va.. March M..

The supreme court met yesterday and
granted) an appeal and supersedeas In
the case of Shields vs. Dyke, from'Wood
county, bond 110,000; and In the- case of
Welton vs. Boggs, fromi Pendleton
county.
Petitions for rehearlnc In the cases ot

Woldron vs. Hughes, from Minna coun* ..

ty. board ot education vs. Kanawha
& Michigan railroad, from Kanawha
county. Smith vs. Johneom from Woodi
r0u^}*' 5; L- Wct>1> va- Blfr Kanawha
& Ohio IUver Packet Company, from
Kanawha county, nosers va Lynch,
from Harrison county, Elbon va.
Adams, from Tucker county, and state
vs. Cross, from Ritchie county, wfcr.
each refused. v
Adjourned till next Wednesday.

Council wu Dlvltlet).
Special Dispatch to tho Intelligencer.
CHARLESTON; W. Va., March 20..'

Tho city council mot In special sootIon
Saturday night to consider tho advis¬
ability of accepting the proposition from?
ex-City Sergeant John Yt\ Jarrett and
his bondsmen, ex-Congressman. J. R.
Hilling, W. D. Isaacs, Moses W. Don-
aliy and> J. E. Dana, to pay the dtyi
$5,GOO In cash- as full settlement for a
deficiency of tho ex-sergeant.
Council -was divided in opinion an<£

Messrs. Botkln, Chilton and Hagep
withdrew, breaklmg up tho quorum.
The police arrested tho councllmen in a
saloon and- marched them back to the
chamber, when the body adjourned: to
meet Wednesday night. The seven
Democratic members who were electcd)
at the lost election wero sworn in,

IUore Cm for Charlcaton.
Special Dispatch to tho Intelligencer.
CHARLT3STON, W. Va., March 20,.

It is stated1 here to-night the American
Oil Development Company, which ho*
made application to lay pipes through
the streets of this city to furnish gas
to consumers from their Roane county
wells, have sold their gas properly to
the Charleston Natural Gas Company!
This latter company wHt begin at one®
to secure rights of way to the Roane
county lleld and/ have promised to sup¬
ply Charleston and' all nearby towns.

The Janitor Will Fight.
Special Dispatch to the Intelligencer.
CHARLESTON, March 20..Cliarles

N. Smith, janitor at tho state house, has
been removed) by request of the board
of public works, and supplanted' by.A.
J- Shradling, assistant Janitor, The
charges made by the board) were gross
intemperance and; Governor Atkinson!
was asked to remove him. Smith wili
contest, claiming that the board of pub¬
lic works has no right to interfere. \

For Want oTa Quorum.
Special Dispatch to the IntellJccncer.
CHARLESTON, W. Va.. March 20..

The congressional committee which waa
called! to "meet here Saturday for the
purpose of designating the time and
place for the next convention was un»-
able to transact all business for want
of a quorum. The Dorr supporters re¬
fused to attend the meeting, and a mi¬
nority of the committee called another
meeting for Tuesday, the 22d Inst,

Find lux a Way,
Special Dispatch to tho Xntell!c*neer.
CLARKSBURG, "W. Va., March 20..

The position of night watchman, pro¬
tected' by clvit service, has been abol¬
ished at the government bunding here, >

and1 M. J. Council, Democrat; Is retired.
The ofllce of night man clerk will be es¬
tablished) and a Republican win scour,
the place. It is probable that the only
two remaining Democratic employes
will In a tew days be succeeded- by Re¬
publicans.

He atovert in Good Society.
T-05 ANGELES, CaJ., March 20. Dr.

William DcForest, formerly of New
York city, -but now a resident of tMa
city, has been arrested on telegraphic
instructions from the police department
of Men- York. He is accused ot grand
larceny, tiie specific charges being tfa.
larceny from Alexander McElfee. of
Isow York. He In in tile city jail unit
awaiting the arrival of an oHlcer from
the east. Dr. DcForest came here »ome
months ago and moved in good society
Ho was a widower, and not long aci
married Sites Katlierine Kimball, a well
known vocalist.

IVlirre the Show Full,.
KAIjTSPEI* Mont, March 20..Th.

most sevoro snow storm of the season is
prevailing in this section. At 6 o'clock
this evening eighteen inches ofsnow had
fallen, and ot that hour the wind
changed to the north, and the .wit¬
's drifting badly. All trains are delayed
and some will have to be abandoned en-
tirely. Tho storm-is even more severetn
tho mountains and cuts and ravines am
almost complotely impassible, makinc
railroading very difficult.

Sold Drnu Filing*.
NEW YORK, March 20..Hlrsch Co-

pleman, supposed to be one ot the men
who robbed Max Heriwteln, of Cleve¬
land, of 515,000 in tWs city last Novem¬
ber by selling him some brass tilings for
gold dusl, was arrested to-day and held
to await identification by Bernstein.
Solomon Jacobs, the principal In the
robbery, Is now serving an eight year
sentence In tho penitentiary.

WtRihcr ForrB»it for To*D«r>
For West Virginia and Western Penn.

nylvania, generally fair, but parlh-

winds' ,vca",cr; B"Rht """tlinaaterly
Tor Ohio, .Monday partly cloud v

weather; slightly wanner in northern
portion: light southenmorly winds.

I.ucnl Tcnipcminrr.
iJI? te"?)'"? Saturday as observed' :
b> C. Sehnepf, drugglm. corner Mmk.i
and Fourteenth streets, was aa follow,- 'i

<»|.lp.ni 1
'» x» 7a

-ra Ill j Went her.Fair.
SUNDAY.

'".»< M 3 p. in.,.,
» «. -m. : 3
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